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Classroom English

What target language will your students need to learn in order to do this activity
successfully?

What instructional/pedagogical language will you need to use to set these
activities upr

What functional language will your students need to use to do this activity
successfully?
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Using simple classroom English

* Your goal is

Speak slowly and clearly.

Repeat instructions.

Use simple words.

Explain complex words with simple language.



Simple classroom English

* Let’s Talk in English

* An example of suitable speed and clear pronunciation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MDSASTbDkU



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MDSASTbDkU
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Starting the class

* Greetings
* “Good morning/afternoon class”
* “Hello everyone”
* “Welcome back!”

* Reviewing
* Quick and simple tests of studied concepts:
e “Let’s review what we learned last week.”
e “Last time we learned about...”

* Setting the agenda
* “Today we are going to look at...”
* “In this lesson we will learn about ...”
e “Continuing from our last class on algebra, next we will cover...”
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Make the content relevant

*Link lesson concepts/learning to everyday life
with simple English.

*Practical phrases:
* “The importance of this is...”
* “This is useful to...”
* “You can use this to..”
* “When you... you can...”



Conducting the class

* You now have to think of one English learning concept
from a class and how it links to something in everyday life.

* Then you have to explain this concept to your partner
in simple English.
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Giving instructions

* Use imperatives and simple commands

* Examples of imperatives and instructions:
* Don’t start until | say “go”.
* Number yourselves from one to four.
e Sit facing your partner.
* Don’t let your partner see your paper.
* Work by yourself.

* You need to remember your partner’s information, so listen
carefully.



Giving instructions

Dos

a) Cremonstrate, rather than explain an
activity, If possible.

b) Make sure all the learners can see the
demonstration before yvou start.

c) Elicit as much information from the
learners as possible.

d) Explain the whole activity before leamers
begin, especially if it is a long and
complicated one.

a) Use language that is above the learmers’
level

) Use language that learners will be able to
understand easily.

(=) Give out materals before you give the
instructions.

h) Give Instructions in stages If necessary.

i Use confident learners with a higher level
of English to demonstrate activities.

i Give out materials after yvou give the
instructions.

k) Save time by producing all the information
wourself.

)] Check that learners have understood your
INnstructions by asking specific questions
about the activity procedure.

mJ Ask learners "Do yvou understand?” at the
end of your instructions.

n} Always have an instruction-giving stage,
no matter what the activity.

o) Only give instructions if necessary — some

activities can be learnt while doing, others
don't need instructions.




Simplitying instructions you give

* |Instructions and task language should be clear and simple
* Here are some steps to make instructions simpler:

* Remove

Shorten

Repeat/Paraphrase

Explain

Show

Avoid



How to simplify task language

* Remove
* remove any redundancies (repeated language)

* remove any unnecessary information (not useful, not essential)



How to simplify task language

* Repeat/Paraphrase



How to simplify task language

 Shorten

» shorten sentences into simple structures (make the grammar easier)



How to simplify task language

*Explain

* explain complicated vocabulary with everyday
language (use easier words)



How to simplify task language

* Explain
* give students a glossary of complex language (word list):



How to simplify task language

* Show, don’t just tell

* show concepts using diagrams/visual aids/realia (use
pictures)



How to simplify task language

* Avoid

* avoid the passive voice (use the active voice: (Subject +
Verb + Object and direct instructions)

 avoid idiomatic expressions (don’t use difficult phrases or

idioms)
«if things-areleftto-theirown-devices, getthe-chance to-glesser
extent

e avoid using unnecessary phrasal verbs
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Encouraging and Suggesting

* Giving feedback to students

* “Your writing is clear and accurate.”
e “Well donel”

e “That’s the right idea.”

* “Good job!”

* “Nice work!”

* “Have you thought about...?”

* “That’s good so far. Now try to...”
* “You need to try again by...”

* “Try this instead..”



Checking

* “Any questions before we start?”
* “What is the first step?”
* “What’s the problem?”

* “Tell your partner you have to do.”

* “Check your answers with your group.”

* “See if your partner agrees with you.”

* “Compare your answers with the person next to you.”



Timing and Concluding

* “Remember to time yourselves.”

* “You have 3 minutes left.”

* “Keep checking the time.”

* “You only have five minutes to do this.”

* “Let’s check what we learned today.”

* “Check that you’ve copied everything from the board.”
* “Finish this for homework.”

* “Good work today everybody!”



Put it all together

5 Minute Mini-lesson
* Now you have five minutes to

. Step 1
teach a mini lesson to your

partner. Greet the student(s).
* Apply the language and examples Introduce the class topic.
we practiced earlier.
* Structure the lesson as per the Step 2

three steps on the right.
Main Lessons (Instructions and Tasks) ;

Step 3

Ask for questions and confirm understanding.

Conclude the class.



Use of first lanquage

Visvals and Realia

e

Read Aloud
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Scaffolding Techniques in CBI Classrooms

Building on ideas presented in Echevarria, Vogt & Short, 2004, pp. 86-87
Fortune, T. (March, 2004) with input from immersion teachers

Verbal Scaffolding
(Language-development focused)

Procedural Scaffolding
(Grouping techniques and activity
structures and frames)

Instructional Scaffolding
(tools that support learning)

Paraphrasing

Using “think-alouds™

Reinforcing contextual definitions
Developing questions with Bloom’s
taxonomy in mind

Writing prompts

Follow oral text with written text
Elaboration and expansion of student
response

Use of cognates

Purposefully using synonyms and
antonyms

Effective use of wait time

Teaching familiar chunks “May I go to
the restroom? “Excuse me,” etc.
Clear enunciation and articulation by
teacher, slow when appropriate
Corrective feedback techniques,
especially elicitation, clarification
requests, and metalinguistic clues
Songs, jazz chants, rhythm and rhyme
Language task for graphic organizer
Building circumlocution skills

Using an instructional framework that
includes explicit teaching (T)-modeling
(T)-practicing (St)-applying (St)

1-1 teaching, coaching, modeling
Pairing and grouping of students so that
less experienced/knowledgeable students
work with more
experienced/knowledgeable students
Activating prior knowledge
Think-Pair-Share

Met’s Expanded Think-Pair-Share
Personalize info (relate to your own life)
Jigsaw

Dictogloss

Cooperative group techniques

Joint writing project

Use of routines

TPR/TPRS

Gibbons’ Activity Cycle (oral-informal,
oral-formal, written-informal, written-
formal)

Lyster’s register variation activity
Scored discussion

Role play, simulations

Process writing

SQP2RS

Graphic organizers

Manipulatives

Using visuals and imagery

Word wall

Making a variety of resources
available in the classroom,
dictionary, thesaurus, etc.

Posting schedules

Labeled visuals

Pictographs as a success supporting
strategy for dictogloss with young
learners




Reflection

* Write down two things you’ve
learned today.

* Tell your partner how you can
apply them in your classes.

» Write down the two things
your partner learned.




