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Classroom English

What target language will your students need to learn in order to do this activity

successfully? 

What instructional/pedagogical language will you need to use to set these 

activities up? 

What functional language will your students need to use to do this activity 

successfully?



Classroom Procedural English



Using simple classroom English

• Your goal is students’ understanding.

• Speak slowly and clearly.

• Repeat instructions.

• Use simple words.

• Explain complex words with simple language.



Simple classroom English

• Let’s Talk in English 

• An example of suitable speed and clear pronunciation:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MDSASTbDkU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MDSASTbDkU


Classroom Procedural English



• Greetings
• “Good morning/afternoon class”

• “Hello everyone”

• “Welcome back!”

• Reviewing
• Quick and simple tests of studied concepts:

• “Let’s review what we learned last week.”

• “Last time we learned about…”

• Setting the agenda 
• “Today we are going to look at…”

• “In this lesson we will learn about …”

• “Continuing from our last class on algebra, next we will cover…”



Classroom Procedural English



•Link lesson concepts/learning to everyday life 
with simple English.

•Practical phrases: 
• “The importance of this is...”
• “This is useful to...”
• “You can use this to...”
• “When you… you can…”



•Practice

• You now have 3 minutes to think of one English learning concept 
from a class and how it links to something in everyday life.

• Then you have 2 minutes to explain this concept to your partner 
in simple English.



Classroom Procedural English



• Use imperatives and simple commands

• Examples of imperatives and instructions:
• Don’t start until I say “go”.

• Number yourselves from one to four.

• Sit facing your partner.

• Don’t let your partner see your paper.

• Work by yourself.

• You need to remember your partner’s information, so listen 
carefully.



Dos Don’ts



Simplifying instructions you give

• Instructions and task language should be clear and simple

• Here are some steps to make instructions simpler:

• Remove

• Shorten

• Repeat/Paraphrase

• Explain

• Show

• Avoid



How to simplify task language

• Remove

• remove any redundancies (repeated language)

• remove any unnecessary information (not useful, not essential)



How to simplify task language

• Repeat/Paraphrase



How to simplify task language

• Shorten

• shorten sentences into simple structures (make the grammar easier)



How to simplify task language

•Explain

• explain complicated vocabulary with everyday 
language (use easier words)



How to simplify task language
• Explain

• give students a glossary of complex language (word list):



How to simplify task language

• Show, don’t just tell

• show concepts using diagrams/visual aids/realia (use 
pictures)



How to simplify task language

•Avoid

• avoid the passive voice (use the active voice: (Subject + 
Verb + Object and direct instructions)

• avoid idiomatic expressions (don’t use difficult phrases or 
idioms)
• if things are left to their own devices, get the chance, to a lesser 

extent

• avoid using unnecessary phrasal verbs





Encouraging and Suggesting

• Giving feedback to students 
• Praising:

• “Your writing is clear and accurate.” 
• “Well done!”
• “That’s the right idea.”
• “Good job!”
• “Nice work!”

• Suggestions: 
• “Have you thought about...?” 
• “That’s good so far. Now try to...” 
• “You need to try again by...”
• “Try this instead...”



Checking

•Confirming understanding:
• “Any questions before we start?”
• “What is the first step?”
• “What’s the problem?”

• Students self-check:
• “Tell your partner you have to do.”
• “Check your answers with your group.”
• “See if your partner agrees with you.”
• “Compare your answers with the person next to you.”



Timing and Concluding

• Timing:
• “Remember to time yourselves.”
• “You have 3 minutes left.”
• “Keep checking the time.”
• “You only have five minutes to do this.”

•Reviewing and Ending the Class:
• “Let’s check what we learned today.”
• “Check that you’ve copied everything from the board.”
• “Finish this for homework.”
• “Good work today everybody!”



Put it all together

• Now you have five minutes to 
teach a mini lesson to your 
partner.
• Apply the language and examples 

we practiced earlier.

• Structure the lesson as per the 
three steps on the right.

5 Minute Mini-lesson

Step 1

Greet the student(s). 

Introduce the class topic.

Step 2

Main Lessons (Instructions and Tasks)

Step 3

Ask for questions and confirm understanding.

Conclude the class.









Reflection

1.

2.

• Write down two things you’ve 
learned today.

• Tell your partner how you can 
apply them in your classes.

› Write down the two things 
your partner learned.


